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International and Area Studies 10, Track A 

Confucianism and the Ming Court, 1587 

 
Schedule 
Subject to minor adjustments 
Please familiarize yourself with Game Book pages 1-65 before the week begins. 
 
Monday, July 10 
9:00-9:45 Meet and greet; introduction to Reacting to the Past 
10:00-10:45 Brief overview of Chinese history (read Confucianism and the 

Succession Crisis of the Wanli Emperor, 1587, 1-22) 
11:00-12:00 Introduction to Confucianism, discussion of the Analects (Books I-IX) 
12:00-1:00 Lunch break 
1:00-2:00 Discussion of the Analects (Books X-XX) 
3:00-4:00 Explanation of game, begin discussion of model Chinese government 

(read Confucianism Appendix A, 31-63) 
 
Tuesday, July 11 
9:00-9:15 Ice breaker 
9:15-10:30 Continue discussion of model Chinese government, discuss Ray 

Huang’s 1587: A Year of No Significance (read minimum of 1-74) and 
Confucianism, 27-30 

10:45-11:45 Discuss Confucianism Appendix B, 69-79; distribute roles; make 
name tags, prepare introductions 

11:45-12:00 Persuasive writing 
12:00-1:00 Lunch break 
1:00-1:45 Introductions 
2:00-2:30 Official greetings by the Emperor and FGS; discussion of court 

etiquette 
2:30-4:00 Faction huddles; write the first memorial 

 
Wednesday, July 12 
9:00-9:15 Ice breaker 
9:15-9:45 Persuasive writing and speaking 
10:00-10:45 Revise first memorials 
11:00-12:00 Continue first memorials 
12:00-1:00 Lunch break 
1:00-2:00 Presentation of first memorials to the Emperor and First Grand 

Secretary 
2:15-2:30 Faction huddles 
2:30-2:45 Responses by the Emperor and the Second Grand Secretary 
3:00-4:00 General debate 

 
Thursday, July 13 
9:00-9:15 Ice breaker 
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9:15-9:30 Faction huddles 
9:45-12:00 Write and revise the second memorial 
12:00-1:00 Lunch break 
1:00-2:30 Faction huddles; presentation of second memorials 
2:45-4:00 Second memorials, continued  

 
Friday, July 14 
9:00-9:15 Ice breaker 
9:15-9:30 Faction huddles 
9:45-11:15 General debate 
11:15-12:00 TBA 
12:00-1:00 Lunch break 
1:00-2:30 Final speeches and responses 
2:45-4:00 Debriefing 

 


